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9-11 Memorial Run

Sponsored by Armando Borjas Jr. Scholarship Foundation
Join the Apopka Fire Department for a 5K (3.1 Miles) Run
on Saturday, September 11, 2021 at Apopka’s Northwest
Recreation Complex (3710 Jason Dwelley Parkway) with a
Virtual Run option.
Schedule of Events for Race Day
• Registration: 6 AM to 6:30 AM
• Opening Remarks: 6:50 AM
• Race Begins: 7 AM

Find out more & register at www.9-11MemorialRun.com

This race will benefit the Armando Borjas Jr. Scholarship Foundation. Armando spent 14
years fighting fires & saving lives with the Apopka Fire Department. In 2011 Armando was
diagnosed with stage IV esophageal cancer, which he battled for 2 years until his death
at age 39. In an effort to keep Armando’s memory alive, all donations & proceeds from
this event will benefit the memorial scholarship fund. These funds help send local youth
to Fire and EMT school & carry on Armando’s legacy of public service.

State Funding for Apopka Fire Station Number 6
Thank you to Senator Randolph Bracy and State Representative Kamia Brown for
sponsoring the City’s budget request to build a new fire station on the southwest side
of town. Currently, the City has a small, temporary trailer near AdventHealth Apopka.
With the $1M appropriation from the Legislature, the City will be able to match the
funds to design and build a 7,500 square-foot building to accommodate 15 full-time
personnel and four emergency response vehicles including a firetruck, a reserve fire
truck, an ambulance and a bush truck. The building will be identical to Station 5. It will
be located on the Harmon Road extension just off of Ocoee Apopka Road.

This fire station will provide emergency response services as well as ancillary services
like first aid classes, safety programs, fire inspections and safety checks for residents.
This will help the Apopka Fire Department improve response times, which is especially
critical with the growth in Apopka.
Thank you to Governor Ron DeSantis for approving this budget item and thank you
to AdventHealth Apopka and the Apopka Area Chamber of Commerce for your
partnerships advocating for this worthy endeavor.

June 7, 2021 Press Conference at the current Station 6.
(Left to Right) Senator Bracy, Commissioner Smith,
Mayor Nelson, State Representative Brown,
Cate Manley (President and CEO Apopka Area Chamber
of Commerce), Commissioner Bankson, Chief Wylam,
and Tim Clark (CEO of AdventHealth Apopka)

City Calendar for August 2021
•
•
•
•

August 4: City Council Meeting 1:30 PM (Live Streaming on YouTube Channel)
August 10: Planning Commission Meeting 5:30 PM (Live Streaming on YouTube Channel)
August 18: Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA) Budget Meeting 6 PM (Live Streaming on YouTube Channel)
August 18: City Council Meeting 7 PM (Proposed Millage Rate Set) (Live Streaming on YouTube Channel)

For a complete list of City events visit, www.apopka.net/Calendar
Please continue to visit our COVID-19 page for updates & information www.apopka.net/covid19

Know Before You Dig

Lake Apopka Natural Gas District would like to remind our residents to
“Know what’s below. Call before you dig!” Before starting any excavation
activity on your property, you are required by law to notify the local One
Call Center prior to digging. Damages to gas pipelines are most often
caused by people doing excavation, digging, grading or other earthdisturbing work. Before installing landscaping, fencing or a mailbox, put
down the shovel, pick up the phone and call 811!
Please Note: Contact 811 two full business days before you want to start
digging.

Visit www.LANGD.org/Safety/EightEleven to learn more.
Visit www.Sunshine811.com to learn more about this free service.

FEMA Floodplain Map Revision
On March 24, 2021 the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) notified the City of Apopka and
Orange County that preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) and the Orange County Flood Insurance
Study (FIS) dated January 30, 2019 will be formally adopted by FEMA to replace current FIRMs dated
September 25, 2009. In some areas within the City, the new FIRMs include updates to City Limits, provide
higher graphical resolution, and depict changes to Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs). SFHAs are often
referred to as areas within the 100-Year Floodplain or areas that have an Annual 1% chance of Flooding.
Please note that because the boundary of the SFHA expands in some areas and contracts in others, portions of some structures and
properties may be removed from the SFHA and some structures and properties that are not currently with the SFHA will be within the SFHA
after adoption.
If you have questions, please contact the Engineering Department at 407-703-1718 or visit www.Apopka.net/FEMA for helpful information
related to the FEMA floodplain program and all of the current and preliminary FIRMs and the FISs documents and maps.

Back to School Safety Tips

The Apopka Fire Department wants to welcome students back to school and
warn drivers to focus on the task of driving and pay extra-close attention
while traveling through school zones.

@ApopkaFireDepartment

⊲ Don’t block crosswalks at a red light or while making a turn—this
could force pedestrians to go around you and into the path of
another vehicle.
⊲ Yield to pedestrians, even if not at marked crossing sites.
⊲ Always stop for buses, school patrol officers, or crossing guards.
⊲ When near schools, take extra care to look for children who aren’t
used to navigating traffic.
⊲ When passing a bicycle, always leave 3 feet minimum
between your vehicle and the bicycle.
⊲ Use turn signals to let pedestrians, other cars, &
bicyclists know which way you intend to turn.

Recreation Survey Update

The City of Apopka Recreation Department held an online survey regarding
recommendations for improvements for the Northwest Recreation Complex.
The City received 660 survey responses. The top choices selected included
dog parks, multi-purpose fields, restrooms, and accessible playground.
Amenity preferences includes restrooms, accessible playground, more fields,
additional field lights, dog park, tennis courts, basketball courts, and disc golf.
Top write in responses included 59 for aquatic facility, 22 for skate park/bike
park, 9 for pavilions, 8 for trails, and 7 for a field house.
Next steps include:
Concept Maps, Artistic Renderings, and Itemized Project Budget.

New Bid Portal: ProcureNow

The City of Apopka is transitioning to a web-based
electronic bidding and vendor management system
called ProcureNow. ProcureNow will streamline the
bid submittal process for vendors by reducing the
amount of time it takes for staff to create, post, and
evaluate each bid. We are excited to announce our
transition and look forward to receiving your bids!

Visit www.Apopka.net/CityBids to learn more about ProcureNow and the
new process. Vendor Note: Registration is free for this new e-Procurement portal.

Vendor Community Workshop Video

Recently, the City held a workshop for vendors interested in doing business
with the City of Apopka. This workshop included information about the City’s
purchasing process, ProcureNow, grants, and SELF (Solar and Energy Loan Fund).
Visit www.Apopka.Net/citybids or scan this QR Code to watch & download files.

Infographic of survey results.
This online survey closed on May 14, 2021.

Safety Tips: Solicitors & Peddlers
The Apopka Police Department wants to keep our residents safe. In recent months there
has been an increase of door-to-door solicitors in neighborhoods. This includes people
claiming to be from FEMA for vaccines, tree & lawn companies, roofing, and solar.
When you see solicitors in your neighborhood, please call Apopka Police Department’s
non-emergency number at 407-703-1757 and request an officer to verify their permits.
Per our Code of Ordinance, all solicitors are required to obtain a permit and identification
badge from the City of Apopka. This includes house-to-house and business soliciting,
peddling, canvassing, selling, hawking, vending, junk, or second-hand dealing. All
solicitors are required to contact Community Development at 407-703-1712 to obtain the
permit application.

@ApopkaPoliceDepartment

Around the City

Ribbon Cutting for New Outdoor Gym
Newest Firefighters in the City of Apopka
The Apopka Fire Department and the City of the Apopka proudly welcome the newest firefighters
to our organization. On June 1, 2021 family and friends gathered at City Hall for a brief swearing
in ceremony for firefighter-EMT Taylor Legvold, Mitchell Cardoza, Devin Dixon, Racquel Lopez,
Austin Duran, Trey Rodriquez, William Graham, Joshua Bolander, Nicholas Jones, Ty Jones, and
Darnell Doyle. We also recognized Firefighter- Paramedics Timothy Sundvall and Samuel Matlack.

On June 8, 2021 Mayor Nelson and Tim Clark, of AdventHealth Apopka,
cut the ribbon for the new outdoor gym equipment at the Northwest
Recreation Complex. This is the first of many initiatives in our partnership
with AdventHealth, including enhancements to recreational parks, free
health-related classes and programs, and contributions to the City’s
program scholarship fund.

Some of these firefighters have been serving our community over the last year during the
COVID-19 Pandemic. Due to precautions put in place during the pandemic, we had to postpone
their official swearing in until now. Please join us in welcoming the newest members of the
Apopka Fire Department family. We wish them all the best as they start their careers in Apopka.

Wekiva High School Culinary Program

Thank you to the students in Wekiva High School’s award-winning
Culinary Program who provided meals to the City’s front line workers
on June 16, 2021. Special thanks to Chef Bates and Lesly Shepak for
organizing the event at the Apopka Community Center/VFW.

AYC Congratulations Class of 2021

Historic State Bank of Apopka Clock

The State Bank of Apopka clock was unveiled on May 19, 2021 in City Hall. The State Bank of
Apopka had an ornate, stained-glass clock installed on the front of its building in 1920. The bank
was located on Main Street, in the area that is now currently a parking lot for Bank of America
(BOA). In 1965, the current BOA building was built and the clock was placed on the east side of
the building. This clock was an iconic fixture in the Apopka community until 2014 when it was
removed and given to the City of Apopka for safekeeping.
Thanks to Kristian Colon, Boy Scout Troop 601, for refurbishing the clock as part of his Eagle
Scout Project and a special thank you goes to Bill Arrowsmith for his foresight to save the clock.
The clock was installed at City Hall as a permanent fixture celebrating Apopka’s past.

Congratulations to our Apopka Youth Council (AYC) seniors, Tariq
Ballard, Robertina Clenord, Roggernsy Jacotin, John Latimer III,
Devin Leath, Jeremy Losey, John Rassel, Laurel Rogers, Hannah
Scarborough, and Caleb Sheyda. We appreciate your leadership
and wish you the best in your future endeavors!

10 Reasons We Love Apopka

The Apopka Youth Council would like to present their final
video project called “10 Reasons We Love Apopka.” This
video highlights some of the best aspects of our City.
Visit www.apopka.net/ayc or scan this QR Code to watch!

City of Apopka

120 East Main Street, Apopka, FL 32703
407-703-1700

www.apopka.net

Want to stay informed of what is happening in Apopka this week?
Sign up at www.apopka.net/signup for our Apopka Proud Weekly Newsletter

